
  

 

  Zion Weekly News 

A Warm Welcome to Zion! 
 

No matter where you are on your spiritual journey,  
you are welcome in Zion’s faith community. 

 
For more Zion info, check the website 
ziongr.org, call, or scan the QR codes.  
Like our Facebook page facebook.com/ZionGR.  

 
NEW! COVID-19 Update 

 

Regular inside worship and activities are suspended until further notice 
due to state and synod recommendations. We are providing a 
combination of online and outside, physically distanced worship. 
Watch for online, outdoor or occasional physically distanced events. 
More worship info on p. 2 and more COVID procedures on p. 7. 
 
The church is now open for day-to-day business and small groups—
masks and physical distancing required. The south door is open when 
staff are present. Small groups must be scheduled with the office and 
must disinfect surfaces after use. Please note that the MN Dept. of 
Health recommends people in high-risk groups stay home. 

 
             Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—elca.org. 

Zion Lutheran Church 
2901 S. Hwy. 169, Grand Rapids, MN 55744     218.326.8553 

 

“Serving Christ by Sharing God’s Love” 

  

August 30, 2020 
 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

http://www.ziongr.org/
http://www.facebook.com/ZionGR
http://www.elca.org
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WORSHIP 
 

Online Posted Sundays 
Worship at Your Convenience 

 

8:00am—Zmail & YouTube premiere 
 

9:30am—Facebook premiere 
 

Zmail signup here or on our website.  

Order of Worship and Bible readings are 

linked on Zmail if you want to follow along.  

 

Videos of the outdoor worship will be posted  

online Wednesdays starting Sept. 9 

 
NEW for September!  

 

Worship Outdoors Starts September 6 

9:30am Sundays—Weather Permitting 
 

NORTH Parking Lot 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on 

Worship leaders will be under the entrance canopy 
 

The service will be 30-45 minutes. If inclement weather, the service will 

be canceled to the congregation and recorded inside. Communion 

available 1st and 3rd Sundays—you are welcome to bring your own 

bread & wine/juice if you are more comfortable.  

 

The video recording of the service will be posted online  

the Wednesday following. 

 

 

Digital Connection Card 
 

For Visitors and Members—Click Here 
 

Great to introduce yourself, connect with Zion, request prayers, update 
contact info and submit communion records (members—at least 1x/yr.) 
or staff messages. (Prayer chain—can also contact Tiina 326-8553.)  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuMmXRAV_UhjpJoRFqLbtOA
https://www.facebook.com/ZionGR
https://www.facebook.com/ZionGR/app/100265896690345/
https://ziongr.breezechms.com/form/c3a287
mailto:tiina@ziongr.org?subject=Prayer%20Chain


3 

 

Pastoral Care 
 

If you or a family member need pastoral care,  
please contact Pastor Ben at 326-8553. 

                

 
Grow in Faith at Zion 

 
 

The GOSPELS: An 8-Week Online Course 
 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm 
Sept. 16 - Nov. 4 

 
Want a better understanding of the Gospels? At 
the end of this crash course, you will have read all 
four gospels as well as sections of the highly 
readable Fortress Introduction to the 
Gospels (order through the link) by Mark Allen 
Powell. You will also be able to discuss the 
materials over Zoom or simply listen to the 
discussion from the comfort of your couch! This is 
a great opportunity for those who have never 
been to a Bible Study AND those who want to go 
deeper in their understanding of the Biblical text.  
 

Pastor Lisa Buchanan will host the Zoom room and conversation, to be 
joined by Pastor Vicki Taylor and Pastor Ben Buchanan (once the kids 
are asleep). For reading the gospels, I would recommend buying or 
borrowing The Message Bible, translated by Eugene Peterson. Sign up 
with Pastor Lisa to reserve your spot via text at 218-390-5489 or email 
at bethany@paulbunyan.net. 
 

Mini-Syllabus 

Sept. 16              Powell, 38-60     

Sept. 23              Gospel of Mark 

Sept. 30              Powell, 61-84 

Oct. 7                  Gospel of Matthew 

Oct. 14                Powell, 85-111 

Oct. 21                Gospel of Luke 

Oct. 28                Powell, 112-138 

Nov. 4                 Gospel of John 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/productgroup/1199/Fortress-Introduction-to-the-Gospels-Second-Edition
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/productgroup/1199/Fortress-Introduction-to-the-Gospels-Second-Edition
mailto:bethany@paulbunyan.net
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NEW! Fall Children, Youth & Family Ministry Plans 
 

The CYF Team, made up of adult leaders and parents, has been 
working diligently to assess and adjust the ministry programs. Like you, 
the Team does not know what the Fall will bring but is committed to the 
faith develop of our children and youth. Here is the plan: 
  

General: 
All ministries will meet in person and outside, weather permitting 
beginning the week of Sept. 13/16 through Oct. 4/7. 

• Worship will be outside starting on Sunday, Sept. 6 at 9:30–10:10am 
through September. No worship on Wednesdays. 

• Normal schedule with a few adjustments: 

• Sunday School (3 years old–4
th
 Grade)—Sundays 10:15-11:00am 

• 5
th
 & 6

th
 Grade Youth—Wednesday night 6:45–7:30pm 

• Confirmation (7
th
-8

th
 Grade)—Wednesday night 6:45–7:30pm 

• High School Youth (9
th
–12

th
)—Wednesday night 6:45–7:30pm 

• Peer Ministry—Wednesday night 7:30–8:30pm 

• No Children’s Ministry on Wednesday night 

• The ministry will follow school and county recommendations related 
to in person programming 

  

AFTER Oct. 6 beginning Oct. 11, TENTATIVE PLAN: 

• Children’s and High School Ministry indoors with safety plan 
developed by CYF Team & the Council 

• Confirmation—Hybrid of in person and online 

• Possible time changes but still on Wednesday and Sundays 

• Beginning at Thanksgiving, all programs will go online or at home 
through December. 

 

Families will receive an email with more detailed information about 
their child’s specific programs. These emails will also include 
information about alternate at home or online options AND a 
registration link for each child. Numbers will be a factor for many of our 
programs, and we ask that you register your child/children. Our website 
will provide links and updated information. 
  

As a ministry, with the support of staff, Council and the CYF Team, we 
will continue to assess our community needs. We recognize that we 
will most likely change our plans—multiple times! Please be patient as 
we journey through this next Fall, trusting in the hope of Jesus Christ. 
 

Youth  S tuf f  
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Back-to-School Blessing 
 

On Sept. 13 children and their families are 
invited to a Back to School Blessing. Families 
have two options—the Blessing will be 
offered during the 9:30am outside worship or 
they can do a drive by pick up in the North 
parking lot from 1:00-2:00pm. Children 
preschool through 6th grade will receive a 
Blessing Bag with faith and school 
items. Anyone may come for the Blessing! 

 

Children’s Ministry BEGINS! 
 

Zion Children's start up event on Sept. 13 
at 10:15 a.m. (or after worship). The event 
is a "mini" God's Work, Our Hand's 
Sunday, with service activities for families 
to do together. Meet in the West parking 
lot and grass for the activities. Age 3 
through 4th Grade (children expected to be potty trained AND able to 
wear a mask).   
 

For safety and supplies, families must register by Sept. 10 here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Registration Open 
 

Join the fun! For 5th & 6th Grade Group, 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation, 
Middle School Youth (Occasional Events—5th-8th), High School Youth 
Group and High School Peer Ministry. Outside Physically Distanced 
Activities or Online/Home. Register here. Contact Sonja Nelson to be 
added to notifications. 

 

 Mental Health Podcasts!  
 

Series to educate and help families 
and faith communities begin 
conversations. Listen at http://
www.nemnsynod.org/mental-health-
podcasts.html. 

https://ziongr.breezechms.com/form/ziongr.org221
https://ziongr.breezechms.com/form/67d7a486344299461484962410
mailto:sonja@ziongr.org
http://www.nemnsynod.org/mental-health-podcasts.html
http://www.nemnsynod.org/mental-health-podcasts.html
http://www.nemnsynod.org/mental-health-podcasts.html
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Love Project Quilting Starts Sept. 14 
 

2nd & 4th Mondays, 9-12pm 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Interested in helping with quilting? Whether you are experienced or 
want to learn, join in! Quilts are donated locally and with Lutheran 
World Relief to those in need around the world. Masks are required in 
the building. Please note: The MN Dept. of Health recommends people 
in high-risk groups stay home. The quilters are in need of sheets for 
quilt backing (colors preferred).  

Zion’s Open Closet—COVID Procedures 
 

Free Clothing for Our Neighbors in Need 
 
NEED CLOTHING? Call 999-9631 
Mondays to place your order or 
leave a message with your name & 
number. One order/family/month. 
Items packaged for physically 
distanced pickup outside Thursdays 
2:00-4:00pm. 

 
WE ARE NOT ACCEPTING DONATIONS AT THIS TIME. Sorry! We 
are currently out of space to store items. Please watch for updates as 
the situation changes. 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Contact Deb or call 612-619-4237. 
Warehouse signup here. Prescreening 
required due to COVID. Must be under 
65 without existing, chronic medical 
conditions—secondharvestncfb.com.  
 

Food Shelf Donations 
 

Online donations are welcome. 

mailto:deb@secondharvestncfb.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054caca828a7f94-second
https://secondharvestncfb.com/get-involved/volunteer-during-covid-19/
https://secondharvestncfb.com/
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Interested in Joining? New Process! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simply fill out a new member form any time and then attend an 
orientation when you are able. See the new member info flyer on the 

website homepage link. Questions? 326-8553. 

COVID Info & Procedures 
 

• Masks are required inside the building—covering nose & mouth 
per Zion’s COVID Plan and MN Face Covering Mandate. Children 
under 2 should not wear a mask. Children 2-5 are not required, but 
are encouraged to wear a face covering.  

• Stay physically distanced—6 feet apart. 

• Please use hand sanitizer and/or wash hands. 

• If you or a family member have symptoms, are sick or exposed 
to a case, please stay home! Symptoms can include fever, cough, 
shortness of breath, chills, headache, muscle pain, sore throat or loss 
of taste or smell. Gastrointestinal symptoms are less common. 

• We are open for small groups with masks, physical distancing and 
disinfecting required—please schedule with the office. You must be 
on the calendar for contact tracing should that be needed. 

• MN Dept. of Health recommends people in high-risk groups stay 
home. The CDC is another good source of information. 

• NE MN Synod recommends a conservative approach for the health 
and wellbeing of members. See COVID link at nemnsynod.org. 

• Zion’s Church Council is evaluating monthly. Watch for updates as 
the situation changes. See Zion’s COVID Plan for detailed info. 

Worship Volunteer Update 
 

Worship volunteer signup is on hold as we work through the COVID 
era. When we need volunteers, staff will reach out. If we start indoor 
worship at some point, we will resume some volunteer positions, 
depending on what is allowed by the guidelines.  

http://www.ziongr.org
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/facecover.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
http://www.nemnsynod.org
file:///Z:/Zion Shared Files/COVID Info/Zion COVID-19 Preparedness Plan - 23 Jun 2020.pdf


8 

 

 

E-Giving @ Zion 
 

3 additional  
ways to give: 

 

• Online—Donate at ziongr.org  

• Text—Text the amount you want to give, ex. “40” to (218) 935-6112  

• Give+ App—Search “Give Plus” in the App store and search for Zion 
 

One-time donation or recurring… 
make changes yourself at any time without a form.  

 

Switching from offering envelopes? Notify us to take you off the list. 
Envelopes are ordered in summer for the entire program year. 
 

Changing from Simply Giving? Fill out form (on website “Make a 
Donation” page), sign and email/return to office to stop bank draft first.  
 

Vanco is the same company we use for Simply Giving.  

Zion Finance Update—July 2020 
Thanks so much for your continued support! 

Monthly Summary 

  Account Budgeted Need Received Surplus/Deficit 

  General Fund    

  Building Fund    

  Renewing Zion    

  Mission Support (ELCA)    

Year-to-Date Summary 

  General Fund    

  Building Fund    

  Renewing Zion    

 Mission Support (ELCA)    

  Debt  

  Account Balance   

  Building Mortgage    

  Honeywell Loans    

$297,792 $250,029 -$47,763 

$59,584 $47,949 -$11,635 

$31,500 $26,675 -$4,825 

$25,003 $12,007 -$12,996 

$465,281 

$29,258 

$42,542 $23,264 -$19,278 

$8,512 $5,156 -$3,356 

$4,500 $2,575 -$1,925 

$2,326 $1,337 -$989 

http://www.ziongr.org
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NOTICE: Due to COVID, the Wandering Reindeer Sale , 
usually held in November, has been cancelled for 2020 

 

Bible Studies Martha Circle meets Wed., Sept. 9, at 9:00am 
outside under the crabapple trees (or in the Fellowship Hall if weather 
is bad). The studies are published in the Gather magazine. Contact 
Peggy White at 360-2420 for more info or an invite to the Zoom study.  
 

Foster Care Backpack Collection We continue to collect for 
Foster Care backpacks for high schoolers—even as we do things 
differently during COVID-19. If you feel called to contribute any of 
these new items, please contact Peggy White (218) 360-2420 or email 
to arrange a time to meet at church for a hand-off, and she will add 
your items. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Call to Prayer was developed by WELCA to be 
practiced at noon Tuesdays. It is beautiful! The link is at 
womenoftheelca.org and the prayer is printable. Many Zion women are 
individually participating. 
 

Prayer Shawls Do you knit or crochet? We are 
revitalizing this ministry. Prayer shawls are warm, soft 
and wrap around the recipient. Each stitch is filled with 
prayers, a gift of God’s love through the skill of the 
maker...those prayers are felt. Here is a pattern link. 
Questions? Contact Fay at 492-4338 or Ann Godfrey at 
259-5548. 

HS Foster Care Backpack  
 

• Women’s sweatpants (S,M,L,XL) 

• Men’s sweatpants (S,M,L,XL) 

• T-shirts (all sizes) 

• Deodorant  

• Combs 

• Brushes 

• Toothbrushes 

• Toothpaste (Regular size) 
• Tampons or pads for females 

• Journals or notebooks 

• Adult Coloring Books/Colored Pencils 

• Small, handheld games or decks of cards 

mailto:naturelovingmama@hotmail.com
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/supporting-your-community-of-women-virtually
https://www.shawlministry.com/instructions.html
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Online Directory Plus 
 

Besides the member directory, you can edit contact info, upload new 
photos any time, see giving info, etc.. Find “Breeze ChMS” in your app 
store and search for Ziongr or create an account at https://
ziongr.breezechms.com/login/create. Questions? Email Tiina.  
 

High school grads are moved to their own household in August— 
contact Tiina to update contact info or archive if moved away  

(can be restored in the future if needed).  

Other Online Links 
 

NE MN Synod Mental Health Resources. Includes info relating to 
COVID-19, podcasts, crisis numbers, etc. 
 
ELCA Worship at Home Resources.  
 
NE MN Synod EcoFaith Network Videos--"Moments of Arising." 

Devotionals &  
Zion Weekly News Available 

 

Located under the north entrance overhang in a 
plastic tub. Please practice physical distancing on 
pickup. Augsburg-Fortress also has a free, temporary 
email subscription during COVID—sign up here. The 
Zion Weekly News will also be available at outdoor 
worship and online in the Zmail. 

Zion Weekly News or Worship CDs  
 

Know someone without internet access to church?  
 
We will mail one issue of the Zion Weekly News per month 
or online worship audio CDs weekly on request. Email or call 
326-8553 for yourself or a family member. 

https://ziongr.breezechms.com/login/create
https://ziongr.breezechms.com/login/create
mailto:tiina@ziongr.org?subject=Breeze%20
http://www.nemnsynod.org/mental-health-resources.html
https://blogs.elca.org/worship/?_ga=2.49937199.807490506.1586362204-1143690496.1548347926
https://vimeo.com/408948727/4070a2a7a8
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/category/286137/Christ-in-Our-Home
mailto:tiina@ziongr.org


11 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW! Young Adult Experience 
 

The Program Directors at VLM have been working on a new school 
year offering. This intentional, experiential ministry gives young adults 
a unique opportunity to live and work at camp, grow in their faith and 
experience outdoor ministry from the staff side all the while gaining 
experience, leadership skills and adventure-filled memories. Runs 
through May 1—includes housing and $100/week stipend. Interviewing 
as applications are received. We hope to have at least 4 young adults 
join. Apply ASAP—final deadline is Sept. 15. More info at:  https://
www.vlmcamps.org/young-adult-experience 
 

Family Cabin Rentals Available Now and 
Through Winter!  
 

Our facilities are available for family and small groups to get to camp 
and breathe a breath of fresh air! We would love to welcome you. More 
info here. Wondering about COVID-19 policies and procedures? 
Email us for the document and to check availability.  
 

Bluegrass Festival Update  
 

Congratulations! With your help and generosity, VLM was able to raise 
over $32,000 during the virtual festival! They sold over 8,000 raffle 
tickets; a new record, nearly triple the number of the previous record. 
 

Summer Camp 2021 Update  
 

VLM has been working to ensure camp will be a safe place for children 
and staff next summer. We are adjusting capacities based on social 
distancing and CDC recommendations. More info with registration—
opens Nov. 1. We will make Day Camp decisions in January and hope 
to have Canoe Country back on the water again for 2021. 
 

VLMcamps.org, vlm@VLMcamps.org, 800-331-5148, 218-666-5465 

https://www.vlmcamps.org/young-adult-experience
https://www.vlmcamps.org/young-adult-experience
http://www.NorthwoodsRetreatsMN.com
http://www.VLMcamps.org
mailto:vlm@VLMcamps.org
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 Zion Staff   
 Pastor Ben Buchanan ben@ziongr.org 
 Worship & Music Patty Dorn patty@ziongr.org  
 Children, Youth & Family Ministry  Sonja Nelson sonja@ziongr.org 
 Church Administrator Tiina Eidelbes tiina@ziongr.org 

  

News/Calendar Deadline is the 15th of the prior month. 

Send news/calendar info to tiina@ziongr.org  

or bring to the office. Thank you! 

Zion’s Weekly Calendar  

Sun., August 30 
Worship Online at Your 

Convenience: 
8:00am Online Worship—

Posted on YouTube & 
Zmail 

9:30am Online Worship—
Facebook Premiere 

 
Mon., August 31 
9:00-12:00 Open Closet 

Phone Orders Received 
(CR) 

1:30pm Staff Meeting (FH) 
 
Tue., September 1 
10:30am Social Ministry 

Committee (FH) 
12:00pm Council COVID 

Committee (FH) 

4:30pm Finance Committee 
(FH) 

 
Wed., September 2 
7:45pm High School Youth 

(outside or online) 
 
Thu., September 3 
2:00-4:00pm Open Closet 

Order Pickup (Outside) 
 
Sun., September 6 
9:30am Outside Worship—

Weather Permitting (North 
Parking Lot) See p. 2 

 
 
 

Room Key: S=Sanctuary, CH=Chapel, CLC=Christian Life Center/Gym, K=CLC 
Kitchen, L=Library, FH=Fellowship Hall, MR= Music Room, YR=Youth Room,  

CR=Office Conference Room, LR=Living Room, BR=CLC Ball Room 

During this uncertain time, activities are being added 
week by week to the calendar. Please watch for 
changes and additions as the situation changes. 

mailto:ben@ziongr.org
mailto:patty@ziongr.org
mailto:sonja@ziongr.org
mailto:tiina@ziongr.org
mailto:tiina@ziongr.org?subject=June%20News

